
   
TV star is appointed a trustee of Grange Park Opera, Surrey   
Opera singer Wynne Evans has been appointed a trustee of Grange Park Opera, Surrey. 

The Welsh singer - best known for his role as Gio Compario in the 
Go Compare insurance adverts - will take up his new role with 
immediate effect. 

Wynne says of his appointment “It may come as a surprise to some 
people, but yes I really am a bone fida opera singer, and opera is 
my first passion. I am beyond excited to join the team at Grange 
Park Opera, where I’ve enjoyed some of the most atmospheric 
performances of my career, and have even bought a new tie and 
pocket square in honour of the occasion.  

He added “If anyone from GoCompare is reading, it goes without 
saying that comparing insurance comes a very close second to 
opera in terms of passion areas in my life. I will do everything I can 
to support Grange Park Opera, Surrey, in delivering its vision, and 
am honoured to be appointed a trustee for this dynamic organisation." 

Simon Freakley, Chairman of Grange Park Opera said “We are delighted to welcome Wynne to 
the Grange Park Opera board. His extensive experience as a singer with some of the major 
opera houses in the world together with his broader work as a broadcaster will enable him to 
make a rich contribution.” 
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grangeparkopera 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
Wynne Evans is regularly singing to millions for the TV advertising campaign that has made him 
a household name as the spoof opera star Gio Compario. His debut album A Song in My 
Heart went to the Number 1 in the classical charts. He has a daily show on BBC Radio Wales and 
has also presented on BBC Radio 3 and Classic FM, and recently starred in his very own TV 
series on BBC One Wales, Wynne at the Deep End. He was honoured by the National Eisteddfod 
with the title of Gorsedd of the Bards, where he presented the BBC2 TV programme. 

Wynne has been an opera singer for over 25 years, working at The Royal Opera House, Opera 
De Lyon and the Metropolitan Opera in New York throughout his career. He sang the role of 
PIANGI in the 25-year anniversary performance of The Phantom of the Opera, which was 
broadcast live from the Royal Albert Hall to cinemas worldwide, and has been released on DVD. 
Wynne Evans’ operatic appearances have taken him to major opera houses in the UK and 
abroad. He regularly performs at the Royal Opera House Covent Garden where most recent and 
future engagements include VAKULA The Tsarina’s Slippers, MAYOR Anna Nicole and 
SCARAMUCCIO Ariadne auf Naxos. As a principal tenor with Welsh National Opera his many 
roles included DUCA Rigoletto, RODOLFO La Bohème, ALFREDO La Traviata, and TAMINO 
The Magic Flute. He has appeared throughout the UK, with companies such as Opera North, 
English National Opera, Scottish Opera and Grange Park Opera. He has also recorded several 
operas including Salome, Ariadne Auf Naxos and Les Martyrs. 

https://www.facebook.com/comptonverney
https://www.instagram.com/compton_verney/
http://www.wynneevans.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/A-Song-In-My-Heart/dp/B004FV4QUU/ref=pd_bxgy_m_h__img_y
https://www.amazon.co.uk/A-Song-In-My-Heart/dp/B004FV4QUU/ref=pd_bxgy_m_h__img_y
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bwz4cw


Born in South West Wales, Wynne studied at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama and the 
National Opera Studio in London. Wynne is a Trustee of Grange Park Opera and Patron of Ty 
Cymorth and Tenovus Cancer Care. Follow him on Twitter @wynneevans  

Grange Park Opera was founded in 1998 by Wasfi Kani, OBE. Since then, it has performed to 
over 300,000 people with more than 75 productions and 450 performances, during the course of 
22 festivals. Productions take place at the Theatre in the Woods, a five-tiered, 700-seat opera 
house on the estate of the 14th century West Horsley Place, which was inherited by Bamber 
Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe. The £10m cost of the building –was raised 
by Kani herself from private donations in just one year.  
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