
 
 

Major work by Sir John Tavener 
discovered by Grange Park Opera, Surrey 

 
 
Grange Park Opera, Surrey, has discovered a major 
work by a major composer. 
 
Sir John Tavener (1944–2013), who was the one of 
the most acclaimed British composers of the post-
war years, completed his final opera Krishna in 
2005. For 14 years it has remained in manuscript 
form and has never been staged. Until now. 
 
Krishna will be performed for the first time ever in 
June 2024 at Grange Park Opera’s Theatre in the 
Woods. It will be directed by opera-giant Sir David 
Pountney.  
 
HRH The Prince of Wales had a long friendship with Sir John Tavener and supported the 
commission of The Beautiful Names in 2007. Sir John once explained what they had in common: 
"We share views on the importance of all religious traditions."  
 
The opera, Krishna, focuses on the cycle of Krishna’s life which is portrayed in 15 vignettes. The 
text of this two-and-a-half-hour work is Tavener’s own, expounding a Blakean philosophy that in 
any part of the universe is the whole universe. 15 vignettes portray the recurring cycle of 
Krishna’s life. He is born when the earth is crying for help and in the final vignette, the god is 
assumed into Paradise until the earth needs him again.  
 
The work uses a ‘Celestial Narrator’ as a ‘bridge’ between the supernatural and the natural. 
Tavener wrote “He describes each scene in the simplest possible way. He moves freely in the 
audience, explaining the double meaning, charming, frightening and consoling us. The music is 
intensely vivid and highly dramatic”.  
 
There are challenging aspects to the work’s staging: Krishna is given a ‘halo’ of eight flutes (four 
of them alto flutes) which are to be “aerially positioned”.  
 
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, a long-time admirer of Tavener’s work, asked Sir David 
Pountney to consider the performance potential of Krishna, after the work had been brought to 
his attention by Sir John’s widow, Lady Tavener.  
 
Founder & CEO of Grange Park Opera, Wasfi Kani CBE, explains “David Pountney brought me 
the project and within two days I was at Chester Music examining the 358 giant sheets of 
Tavener’s manuscript. It quickly became clear this was a masterpiece that needed to be brought 
to life. We are now actively searching for collaborators to give premières in Europe and, of 
course, in India. The search for Indian philanthropists begins”. 
 
 
Website www.grangeparkopera.co.uk / Twitter / Facebook / Instagram  
 
 
 

http://www.grangeparkopera.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/grangeparkopera
http://www.facebook.com/grangeparkoperafestival/
https://www.instagram.com/grangeparkopera/


 
 
 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
Sir John Tavener (1944–2013) Born in London in 1944, to a family in building construction, Tavener went to 
Highgate School and was trained at the Royal Academy of Music, where he focused on composition. Tavener first 
came into the public eye with The Whale (1968), premiered by the London Sinfonietta at their inaugural concert and 
released on The Beatles' Apple label. (Ringo Starr and John Lennon were friends of Tavener.) 

At the age of 24, Tavener was described by The Guardian as "the musical discovery of the year”. The Times called him 
"among the very best creative talents of his generation." 

In the 1970s, Tavener converted to the Russian Orthodox Church, and cut himself off from the contemporary music 
scene. Withdrawing into his faith, he hoped to achieve a clarity of language that matched his inner life.  

Tavener’s extensive output of mainly religious works won a cult following for its trance-like compositional style. His 
best-known works include: 

• The Protecting Veil (premièred and recorded by cellist Steven Isserlis, becoming a bestselling–album) 
• Song for Athene (performed at the funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales) 
• Prayer of the Heart, written for and performed by Bjork (2004) 
• The Lamb, used in the award-winning film, The Great Beauty, continues to be performed all over the 

world. 

Suffering from ill health throughout his life, Tavener, in his final years, returned to his love of Tolstoy, Mozart, and 
Hindu metaphysical thought. He wrote Krishna in 2005, eight years before his death, aged 69. His Orthodox funeral 
service was held in Winchester Cathedral presided over by Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira. 

http://www.tavenerguide.com 
 
http://www.wisemusicclassical.com 
 
Sir David Pountney CBE (b. 1947) 
Between 1975-1980, Sir David Pountney was Director of Productions for Scottish Opera. He became ENO’s Director of 
Productions in 1980, directing over 20 operas, and taking a leading part in making ENO a powerful engine of radical 
theatrical experiment. He became the Intendant of the Bregenz Festival in 2003 until 2014. From 2011-2019 he was 
Artistic Director of Welsh National Opera.  

Grange Park Opera was founded in 1998 by Wasfi Kani, OBE. Since then, it has performed to over 300,000 people 
with more than 75 productions and 450 performances, during the course of 22 festivals. Productions take place at the 
Theatre in the Woods, a five-tiered, 700-seat opera house on the estate of the 14th century West Horsley Place, 
which was inherited by Bamber Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe. The £10m cost of the building –
was raised by Kani herself from private donations in just one year.  
 
Wasfi Kani OBE, CEO Grange Park Opera 
Wasfi Kani was born in 1956 in Cable Street in London’s East End, and is almost certainly the only opera impresario 
who spent her childhood in a house with an outside lavatory. A violinist, she played for the National Youth Orchestra 
and went on to study music at St Hilda’s College, Oxford. After 10 years in the city, programming and designing 
financial computer systems, she started a small computer consultancy which gave her the flexibility to spend 
more time conducting. By 1993, she had made music her full-time career. In 1992, Wasfi was made Chief 
Executive of Garsington Opera in Oxford. In 1998, Kani founded her own opera company, Grange Park Opera, 
which in 2016 moved to West Horsley Place. Wasfi Kani is an Honorary Fellow of the RIBA and St Hilda’s College, 
Oxford. She received an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List 2002 for her work in bringing her second opera 
company, Pimlico Opera, into prisons.   
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grangeparkopera.co.uk/media-centre/ 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND INTERVIEWS   
 
Tracy Jones, Brera PR – tracy@brera-london.com / 01702 216658 / 07887 514984 / 
www.brera-london. com  
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