
 

 
Owen Wingrave   

 
• Grange Park Opera, Surrey, presents Benjamin Britten’s rarely performed ‘ghost 

opera’, Owen Wingrave, filmed on location in haunted houses in Surrey and London 
 

• Owen Wingrave is part of the new Interim Season of 19 brand new events, all free to 
view online between September and December 2020 
 

With live theatre performances severely restricted by Covid-19, Grange Park Opera, Surrey is filming Owen 
Wingrave, an opera created by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) specifically for TV in 1971. 

Based on a Henry James’ ghost story, Owen Wingrave tells the story of an army family - the Wingraves - who 
have locked away a hideous secret in their grand house, Paramore. Owen is the heir. But all hell breaks loose 
when he announces that the army isn’t for him… 

Grange Park Opera CEO Wasfi Kani says: “The opera requires a dozen interiors, which are well-nigh impossible 
to achieve on a theatre stage. However, filmed on location, we can have the Wingraves living in a real house, 
playing out their poisonous squabbles.  In addition to its being an expression of Britten's own pacifism, he was 
also reported as saying Owen Wingrave was partly a response to the Vietnam War. We are setting our 
production in 2001 on the brink of the war with Afghanistan which disgusts Owen, but inflames his spinster 
aunt - played by Wagnerian soprano Susan Bullock.” 

Interestingly Benjamin Britten did not actually own a TV – though for his 60th birthday in 1973, Decca 
presented the composer with a set. 

The Interim Season 

Owen Wingrave is part of the brand-new Interim Season which celebrates the Autumn, Winter and Spring 
between two Summers of the opera season. 19 fresh performances featuring more than 60 artists will be 
released online – totally free to watch - over the twelve weeks from 19 September– 13 December 2020 
 
Wasfi Kani says: “Covid-19 has actually given us a unique opportunity to share the magic of great musical 
experiences - which are original, stimulating and food for the soul - with as many people as possible around 
the world. We want to continue with our trailblazing approach by offering new events and employing dozens of 
artists. Between March and December, Grange Park Opera will have created 42 new performances.” 
 
Events include: 



• Accordion virtuoso Bartosz Glowacki playing Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 
• Baritone Simon Keenlyside taking you on an autumn walk in Wales 
• Supremely gifted violinist and winner of the string section of BBC Young Musician of the Year - Coco 

Tomito - playing Beethoven’s Spring Sonata 
• A concert with soprano Ailish Tynan and pianist Iain Burnside presenting music by Faure, Schubert, 

Puccini and Muriel Herbert 
• Through his songs, the enigma of Rachmaninov travels from Imperial Russia to Beverley Hills, sweeps 

through old and new worlds, penniless exile, comfortless fame  
• Piano virtuoso Kausikan Rajeshkumar playing Scriabin, Scarlatti and the magic fire music from Die 

Walkure 
• On a comic note, Harry the Piano performs Piano in the Time of Plague – a memoir of what happened 

to him  
• Tenor Nicky Spence takes you into the woods with some teddy bears 
• Writer A N Wilson will be cutting the ribbon to the new Interim Season, with a recital of Keats’ To 

Autumn   
 
Interim Season events, including Owen Wingrave, will be released from 19 September onwards at 
www.grangeparkopera.co.uk.  
 
Twitter @grangeparkopera / Facebook /grangeparkoperafestival / Instagram grangeparkopera 
 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
Owen Wingrave is Benjamin Britten’s only opera written for TV was in 1970 and broadcast on BBC2 the following year. 
He collaborated with Myfanwy Piper to adapt a Henry James ghost story. The cast included Richard Berkeley Steele as 
Sir Philip Wingrave, Susan Bullock as spinster aunt Miss Wingrave and Ross Rambogin as Owen. 
 
Brand-new opera - A Feast in the Time of Plague - was performed by Grange Park Opera, live on the stage of the 
Theatre in the Woods on Sunday 13 September 2020 in front of an invited audience of 250 people. With a libretto by 
opera-giant Sir David Pountney and music by Alex Woolf, A Feast in the Time of Plague is the only new opera to have 
been commissioned during lockdown and the first opera in the UK to be performed inside a theatre, and with an 
audience, since lockdown. It was filmed, and will streamed free for everyone around the world from 24 September. 
 
Grange Park Opera’s Found Season: 4 June – 12 July 2020  
The impromptu Found Season has involved 108 artists in 15 new events, eight filmed from the stage of the Theatre in 
the Woods. The opening night La Voix Humaine, won 5 stars from The Daily Telegraph: “Grange Park’s bold initiative 
leads the performing arts pack out of lockdown.” The grand finale, Richard Strauss’ Metamorphosen, was performed live 
by “a classical supergroup united under lockdown for the first British orchestral performance for three months” (The 
Times).  Argento’s opera Miss Havisham’s Wedding Night was headlined by The Daily Telegraph “A lockdown 
performance that puts rival companies to shame.” Other appearances included Bryn Terfel, Roderick Williams 
performing Schumann, piano virtuoso Pavel Kolesnikov playing Chopin and Beethoven and a pas de deux from English 
National Ballet. 
 
Grange Park Opera was founded in 1998 by Wasfi Kani, OBE. Since then, it has performed to over 300,000 people with 
more than 75 productions and 450 performances, during the course of 22 festivals. Productions take place at the 
Theatre in the Woods, a five-tiered, 700-seat opera house on the estate of the 14th century West Horsley Place, which 
was inherited by Bamber Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe. The £11.5m cost of the building was 
raised by Kani herself from private donations in just one year.  
 
Wasfi Kani OBE, CEO Grange Park Opera, was born in 1956 in Cable Street in London’s East End, and is almost certainly 
the only opera impresario who spent her childhood in a house with an outside lavatory. A violinist, she played for the 
National Youth Orchestra and went on to study music at St Hilda’s College, Oxford. After 10 years in the city, 
programming and designing financial computer systems, she started a small computer consultancy which gave her 
the flexibility to spend more time conducting. By 1993, she had made music her full-time career. In 1992, Wasfi was 
made Chief Executive of Garsington Opera in Oxford. In 1998, Kani founded her own opera company, Grange Park 

http://www.grangeparkopera.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/comptonverney
https://www.instagram.com/compton_verney/
http://www.grangeparkopera.co.uk/


Opera, which in 2016 moved to West Horsley Place. Wasfi Kani is an Honorary Fellow of the RIBA and St Hilda’s 
College, Oxford. She received an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List 2002 for her work in bringing her second 
opera company, Pimlico Opera, into prisons.   
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