
                                                                             
 

 

  

The Romanoff Foundation forms cultural partnership with Grange Park Opera, Surrey 

 
The Romanoff Foundation (RF) has teamed up with Grange Park 
Opera, Surrey (GPO) to provide support and cultural collaboration for 
the upcoming post pandemic season.   

Cultural institutions and artists have been hit especially hard by the 
pandemic, with many being forced to close. However, Grange Park 
Opera has seen Covid-19 as a unique opportunity to share the magic 
of great musical experiences with as many people as possible around 
the world – they engaged 157 artists for their Found and Interim 
seasons in 50 new online, free to view events with 22 hours of 
entirely new material.  

The Romanoff Foundation is making an initial grant to support the 
live filming/streaming of Ivan the Terrible by Rimsky-Korsakov in the 
2021 season (19 June – 14 July 2021), making it accessible to 
supporters of the Opera unable to attend in person and also to the 
wider public.   

In the lead up to the performances of Ivan the Terrible (June-July 
2021), the Romanoff Foundation will organise and host a series of live 
and recorded events with the aims of increasing historical and 
cultural awareness of the reign of Ivan the Terrible and Russia’s early 
interaction with the Tsar’s English contemporaries Henry VIII and 
Elizabeth I. 

Romanoff Foundation Trustee Andrei Rodzianko commented: “The 
Romanoff Foundation is thrilled to work to support Grange Park 
Opera in its upcoming opera season in its picturesque Theatre in the 
Woods, on the edge of London.  We are leveraging a Russian 

historical lecture series we have been working on over the last three years to be a complimentary partner to 
the GPO.  We hope to bring some exciting events to the GPO members to help the production of ‘Ivan the 
Terrible’ come to life for the viewing public.” 

Wasfi Kani, Founder and CEO of Grange Park Opera, said: “We are honoured to have been chosen by the 
prestigious Romanoff Foundation whose thoughtful talks will certainly enlighten the Grange Park Opera 
family. There cannot be too much culture in the world; these initiatives embrace a larger family.”  

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
About Ivan the Terrible 
David Pountney directs this new production of one of Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s hidden gems: the composer’s first 
opera, Ivan the Terrible – also known as The Maid of Pskov. 
 



                                                                             
The tyrannical Tsar, Ivan IV, sweeps through the city of Novgorod, on a wholesale pillage. In the picturesque town of 
Pskov, Ivan billets himself at the house where he sees a beautiful young woman. Something stays his hand and the city 
is spared. Could it be because he has discovered his long-lost love child, Olga? 
 
With its expansive music, dramatic plot and vivid crowd scenes, Ivan the Terrible is a spectacle. The exciting cast 
includes Evelina Dobracheva as Princess Olga, Liubov Sokolova as Vlasyevna, Carl Tanner as Tucha, and Clive Bayley as 
Ivan the Terrible. 
 
The Romanoff Foundation is a UK based charity that has been supporting people in need in the CIS States since being 
founded by Prince and Princess Dimitry Romanoff after the fall of communism in the early 1990s.  In 2018, the Charity 
expanded its activities to also support Faith, Legacy and Community in the Russian speaking diaspora.  Facebook 
Romanoff.foundation 
 
Grange Park Opera was founded in 1998 by Wasfi Kani, CBE. Since then, it has performed to over 300,000 people with 
more than 75 productions and 450 performances, during the course of 22 festivals. Productions take place at the 
Theatre in the Woods, a five-tiered, 700-seat opera house on the estate of the 14th century West Horsley Place, which 
was inherited by Bamber Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe. The £11.5m cost of the building was 
raised by Kani herself from private donations in just one year. Twitter @grangeparkopera / Facebook 
/grangeparkoperafestival / Instagram grangeparkopera 
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Ivan the Terrible © Igor Saltykov / Alamy Stock Photo   
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FOR MORE INFORMATION & INTERVIEWS   
For Romanoff Foundation, Faina von Rosenschild @ RF – info@romanoff-foundation.co.uk / 07707898182 
For Grange Park Opera, Tracy Jones @ Brera PR – tracy@brera-london.com / 01702 216658 / 07887 514984 
/www.brera-london. com  
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