
 
 

2022 at Grange Park Opera, Surrey 
9 June – 16 July 2022 

The 2022 season at Grange Park Opera, Surrey showcases Grand Opera, emotion, strong casts, and three of 
the biggest names in the world of opera: Bryn Terfel, Simon Keenlyside and Joseph Calleja. 

 

The Excursions of Mr Broucek 
Janáček 
9 June – 7 July 
Opera giant, David Pountney, directs Janacek’s warm comedy of errors, a riposte to the bourgeoisie for their 
petty ways.  

Broucek, a bourgeois landlord from Prague, is the Czech-
equivalent of Mr Pooter. (His name translates as Mr 
Beetle.) He plods away in his humdrum life – until he is 
swept away on several excursions to get away from the 
people bother him. First stop is the moon, followed by a 
trip to the 15th century during the Hussite uprisings. Alas, 
he can travel far, but he can’t get away from those 
irritating people. 

Operagoers have taken Broucek to their hearts as a downtrodden Everyman. 

The opera was last performed in the UK in 2009. 

La Gioconda 
Ponchielli 
11 June – 13 July 
For one of the grandest of Italian grand operas, GPO welcomes back the clarion tones of Joseph Calleja, as the 
treacherous lover. 

With South African soprano Amanda Echalaz, 
already acclaimed at ROH and the Met, stentorian 
Russian bass–baritone Alexander Krasnov, 
Ruxandra Donose and Elizabetta Fiorillo there will 
be a huge amount of vocal firepower on stage for 
this first UK production since 2008. 

Luscious tunes portray most serene Venice – 
La Serenissima – a place preferring peace 
to conflict, a place of diplomacy, wealth, justice, 
and prosperity. 

But under the cruel eye of the Inquisition lives a simple singer: a dutiful daughter to her blind 
mother.  Bursting with love for her mother, her lover Enzo, and fury at his treachery, she tumbles into 
Venice’s bloody underworld. 

https://grangeparkopera.co.uk/ruxandra-donose/
https://grangeparkopera.co.uk/elisabetta-fiorillo/


Verdi was king of the opera scene, and, briefly, Ponchielli’s Gioconda, toppled him. There was not a dry eye in 
La Scala as everyone mourned the noble tragedy of the simple singer, La Gioconda. It ran and ran. 

 
Otello 
Verdi 
19 June – 9 July 
Grange Park Opera is delighted to welcome one of 
the world’s most influential and prolific directors of 
opera, David Alden – winner of the prestigious 
South Bank Show Award (for his production of 
Britten’s Peter Grimes) and two Olivier Awards. 

Verdi’s opera, based on Shakespeare’s play about 
the tragic Moorish general manipulated into a 
frenzy of paranoia by his sidekick, Iago, was an 
immediate success – Verdi had 20 curtain calls at 
the opening night. 

The three leading roles – Otello, Desdemona and Iago – are among the most challenging Verdi ever created. 
Exciting Welsh Heldentenor Gwyn Hughes Jones and Elizabeth Llewellyn as Desdemona make role debuts as 
Otello and Desdemona, but much of the interest will come in the baddie department, with Simon Keenlyside 
exploring his dark side as Iago. 

It will be a night to remember. 

 
Der Fliegende Holländer (free staging) 
Wagner 
14 & 16 July 
The ghostly seafaring Dutchman is only allowed ashore 
once every seven years to find a woman who will lift his 
curse by swearing eternal love.  

He sails into a Norwegian port and finds just the woman: 
Senta. Will she settle down with dull Erik, her fiancée? Or 
throw in her lot with the doomed Captain? 

There is no one better to have at the helm than the superstar Bryn Terfel in the role as the Dutchman, with 
Wagnerian soprano of the moment Rachel Nicholls as Senta, the woman who would give up life itself to free 
him and tenor du jour Nicky Spence. 

We welcome the distinguished Wagnerian conductor Anthony Negus into the pit. 

With its storm-tossed score – Wagner claimed that the inspiration was a particularly stomach-turning crossing 
of the North Sea – The Flying Dutchman is a gripping supernatural tour-de-force. 
 
Website www.grangeparkopera.co.uk 
 
Twitter @grangeparkopera / Facebook /grangeparkoperafestival / Instagram grangeparkopera 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 

Grange Park Opera was founded in 1998 by Wasfi Kani, CBE. Since then, it has performed to over 300,000 people with 
more than 75 productions and 450 performances, during the course of 22 festivals. Productions take place at the 
Theatre in the Woods, a five-tiered, 700-seat opera house on the estate of the 14th century West Horsley Place, which 

https://www.facebook.com/comptonverney
https://www.instagram.com/compton_verney/


was inherited by Bamber Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe. The £11.5m cost of the building – was 
raised by Kani herself from private donations in just one year.  
 
Wasfi Kani CBE - CEO/Founder Grange Park Opera 
Recently acclaimed in the Daily Telegraph as “the trailblazing leader the arts desperately need”, Wasfi Kani founded 
Grange Park Opera in 1998. In 2016, the company moved to Surrey, building a new opera house at West Horsley Place. 
Kani was born in 1956 in Cable Street in London’s East End, and is almost certainly the only opera impresario who spent 
her childhood in a house with an outside lavatory. A violinist, she played for the National Youth Orchestra and went on 
to study music at St Hilda’s College, Oxford. After 10 years in the city, programming and designing financial computer 
systems, she started a small computer consultancy which gave her the flexibility to spend more time conducting. 
By 1993, she had made music her full-time career. In 1992, Wasfi was made Chief Executive of Garsington Opera in 
Oxford. Wasfi Kani is an Honorary Fellow of St Hilda’s College, Oxford and RIBA. She received an OBE in the New 
Year’s Honours List 2002 for her work in bringing her second opera company, Pimlico Opera, into prisons. She was 
awarded a CBE in the 2021 New Year Honours list for services to music. 
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