
 
 

 

A comic Christmas Gift for everyone –  
with love from Grange Park Opera, Surrey   

 
• Grange Park Opera, Surrey, has created an innovative new film version of Puccini’s 

only comic opera - moving 13th-century Florence to a historic house in Chelsea  
• Gianni Schicchi is the latest, free-to-see Christmas treat for opera lovers across the 

globe, gifted by Grange Park Opera, Surrey 
 
Described as Dynasty meets The Sopranos, Grange Park Opera’s fabulous and very tongue-in-cheek 
production of Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi, the 6th free-to-see opera film made by Grange Park Opera since the 
first lockdown. 
 
When 60-year-old Puccini decided to compose his first comedy, he chose the story of an infamous 13th-
century Florentine conman, Giovanni (shortened to Gianni) Schicchi de’ Cavalcanti, upon which to base his 
one-act opera.  
 
Little is known about Schicchi’s life apart from that he was a remarkable mimic. A particular episode ‘earned’ 
him a mention in Dante’s Divine Comedy. The author visits the Circle of Impersonators and sees one man 
savagely attacking another. Dante’s guide through the underworld, Virgil, tells him that the aggressor is 
Schicchi, condemned to Hell for impersonating the recently deceased Buoso Donati.  
 
Puccini saw the grimly comic potential of the story and duly created his own take. Donati dies and his family, 
on finding the will, discover he has left his immense fortune to a monastery. Against their snobbish instincts - 
the distraught family call upon an outsider, Gianni Schicchi, to ‘fix’ their problem. 
 
Featuring a star cast, Grange Park Opera’s version brings Gianni Schicchi bang up to date, setting their filmed 
production in a grand home in West London and a Camden garage. 
 
Grange Park Opera CEO Wasfi Kani CBE explains: “Though the real Donati family and Schicchi lived in the early 
1300s, and Puccini set his opera at that time, we are depicting a greedy family and a rogue of today. However, 
our Schicchi is a loveable rogue, as this simply makes the saga even funnier.” 
 



She adds: “Also, some of the societal attitudes and personal failings that inspired Dante, then Puccini remain 
very much apparent today. They are what drove the storylines such TV shows as Dynasty and The Sopranos, in 
which the machinations of the Carringtons and juggling the work-life balance as a criminal, inevitably come 
with consequences. Perfect themes for the genre of opera.” 
 
Ahead of the full performance going live on a teaser can be enjoyed now here - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ml1dnZn0Sk0 

Gianni Schicchi will be able to watch completely for free from 6 January 2022 here 
www.grangeparkopera.co.uk 

Twitter @grangeparkopera / Facebook /grangeparkoperafestival / Instagram grangeparkopera 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
CAST  
Gianni Schicchi ∙ William Dazeley  
Lauretta, his daughter ∙ Chloe Morgan 
Zita, cousin of Buoso Donati ∙ Sara Fulgoni 
Rinuccio, Zita’s nephew ∙ Luis Gomes  
Gherardo, Buoso’s nephew  ∙ Jeffrey Lloyd Roberts  
Guccio, a dyer ∙ Played by Jeffrey Lloyd Roberts sung by William Dazeley 
Nella, Gherardo’s wife ∙ Ailish Tynan  
Gherardino, their son ∙ Lorcan Voaden 
Betto di Signa, Buoso’s brother in-law / Maestro Spinelloccio, a doctor & notary ∙ Alan Ewing  
Simone, cousin of Buoso ∙ Jeremy White  
Marco, Simone’s son / Pinellino, a cobbler ∙ Emyr Wyn Jones  
La Ciesca, Marco’s wife ∙ Jessica Costelloe  
 
CREATIVES 
Director ∙ Stephen Medcalf 
Piano & Music Director ∙ Chris Hopkins  
Sound ∙ Tom Marshall 
Cinematographer ∙ Daniel Zafer 
Editor Fintan O’Connor 

 
Grange Park Opera was founded in 1998 by Wasfi Kani,CBE. Since then, it has performed to over 300,000 people with 
more than 75 productions and 450 performances, during the course of 22 festivals. Productions take place at the 
Theatre in the Woods, a five-tiered, 700-seat opera house on the estate of the 14th century West Horsley Place, which 
was inherited by Bamber Gascoigne from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe. The £11.5m cost of the building was 
raised by Kani herself from private donations in just one year.  
 
Wasfi Kani CBE, CEO Grange Park Opera, was born in 1956 in Cable Street in London’s East End, and is almost certainly 
the only opera impresario who spent her childhood in a house with an outside lavatory. A violinist, she played for the 
National Youth Orchestra and went on to study music at St Hilda’s College, Oxford. After 10 years in the city, 
programming and designing financial computer systems, she started a small computer consultancy which gave her 
the flexibility to spend more time conducting. By 1993, she had made music her full-time career. In 1992, Wasfi was 
made Chief Executive of Garsington Opera in Oxford. In 1998, Kani founded her own opera company, Grange Park 
Opera, which in 2016 moved to West Horsley Place. Wasfi Kani is an Honorary Fellow of the RIBA and St Hilda’s 
College, Oxford. In the New Year’s Honours 2002, she received an OBE for her work in bringing her second opera 
company, Pimlico Opera, into prisons. In January 2021, she received a CBE for services to Music. 
 
Images can be found here - https://grangeparkopera.co.uk/press-media/mediacentre/ 
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