
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grange Park Opera launches the Bamber Gascoigne Appeal 

 
Appeal aims to raise £1.5m to commemorate the life of the man with a ‘golden heart’  

with improvements in and around Bamber’s opera house in Surrey  
 

“That famous charm of Bamber’s wasn’t just a superficial social skill. It went very deep – it was a kind of grace. 
It was style, yes – but informed by kindness. It was goodness. That’s what lay beneath that golden presence – a 
golden heart.”  Playwright Michael Frayn 

As a lasting and fitting tribute to Bamber Gascoigne (1935-2022) - who died in February aged 87 – Grange Park 
Opera, Surrey is launching an appeal to raise £1.5m. 
 
The funds will be used to improve the opera house built in 2017 in the woods of West Horsley Place, the 14th-
century estate which Bamber inherited from his aunt the Duchess of Roxburghe. 
 
Bamber’s wife of 55 years, Christina Gascoigne heads a group of patrons leading the Bamber Gascoigne 
Appeal, along with actress Joanna Lumley and opera stars Bryn Terfel and Wynne Evans.  

Joanna Lumley: “It seems to me that Bamber encompassed everything that is good: he was recklessly 
generous, extremely funny, kinder than sunshine and as brainy as the Mekon. I think I know what giants are, 
and he was one. These Appeal improvements are going to be epic, and they show just how much Bamber 
cared about people and their talent and how much we cared for him.” 
 
Christina Gascoigne said "Bamber and I had a fantastic 62 years together full of friends and adventures.  It was 
50 years ago that he hosted University Challenge and that is what everyone remembers. But it is his opera 
house that has been so precious to him in these last five years, and he would delighted that thousands of 
visitors are sharing the beauty of the place and the opera, both of which he greatly loved” 
 
Director and founder of Grange Park Opera, Wasfi Kani CBE explains “We would like Bamber’s presence to be 
felt in this magical place with a bench for people to sit and have a think about his astonishing legacy; with a 



bridge, which like him, connects people; with more dressing rooms for the artists. As a further tribute, 
Bamber’s £15 Parish Ticket is for people who live locally or in the surrounding Parishes who have never seen an 
opera – something Bamber would have wished”  
 
Bamber’s opera house will be improved with a third storey of dressing rooms, solar panels for greater energy 
efficiency, a heating / cooling system, making the venue available for more of the year. Visiting companies 
will be welcomed. Its near-perfect acoustic makes it an ideal recording studio. 
 
Bamber will sit by the opera house for ever on a bench: a bronze life-size casting made by his Richmond 
neighbour, sculptor Raphael Maklouf. People can sit with Bamber and reflect on his life and legacy.  

The brick bridge crosses a small stream in front of the opera house. 

An anonymous donor has already offered to match fund a total of £350k, so, for example, a donation of 
£1,000 becomes £2,000 (or even more with Gift Aid).  

Levels of support for the Appeal have been named with Bamber’s famous catchphrases from his time as host 
of University Challenge: Fingers on Buzzers equates to a pledge of £20k, with Your Starter for Ten at £10k, I’ll 
Have to Hurry You £5k and University Challengers £1-5k. Smaller donations go by the No Conferring and a 
£50k “Golden Heart” gift will be recognised with naming rights.  

For more information about the Bamber Gascoigne Appeal, or for more information visit 
https://gpopera.co.uk/bamber/ call 01962 737 373 or email info@grangeparkopera.co.uk 
 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
Grange Park Opera - In 2014 Bamber Gascoigne inherited from his aunt, the Duchess of Roxburghe, the 
Surrey estate of 14th century West Horsley Place. He was quick to agree with Grange Park Opera, that they 
should build an opera house in the woods behind the ancient orchard.  
 
The £12m cost of the building was raised by founder Wasfi Kani CBE, from private donations in just one year 
 
Founded in 1998, Grange Park Opera has performed to over 300,000 people with more than 75 productions 
and 500 performances.  
 
Sculptor Raphael Maklouf (born 1937, Jerusalem) is best known for his effigy of Queen Elizabeth II used on 
obverse of British coins minted between 1985 and 1997. His life-size public sculpture of Shakespeare sits on 
bench in Southwark, near the Globe Theatre. 

Raphael has been a neighbour of the Gascoigne’s for more than half a century and is greatly looking forward 
to creating Bamber’s bench. 
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